
EXTRADITION AGREEMENT -.

T

BETWEEN

THE KINGDOM OF MOROCCO

AND

TI{E REPUBLIC OF' SIERRA LEONE



i
GOVEIINMENT OF SIERRA LBONE

The Kingdom of Morocco and the Republic of Sierra kone

Hereioafter referred to as "Contracting Parties".

DEsIRous of making more effective the coopjeration of thc two parties in thc
combating of ri"'e by concludiog an Agreement on extradition.

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE 1,

OBLIGATION TO EXTRADITE

ARTICLE 2
CONDITIONS FOR EXTRADITION

The- contracting Parties shall agree to extradite to each other, upoo request and subject
to the provisions of the present Agreement aod their respective national Iaws, aoy
person who is wanted in thc territory of the Requesting party for prosecution for an
extraditable offence or for the imposition or eafotcement of a senl.rce io respect of
such an offence.

1. Ex-tradition for prosecution sha-ll be executed for all acts rvhich coostitute punishable
offences rvith a depriving of freedom peoalty for at least t'vo years, or by u ,ior. ...r.r.
penalty under rhe law of both Contracting parties.

2- Exraditioo ,tr 
-*U 

out a sentence issued from the Requesting party,s courts shall
be executed for the offences described io paragraph 1 of this aaj., pro-,iaed that the
duration of the penalty remaining to be served muit not be less than siimooths.

3' If dre request for extradition includes several separate offences each of rvhich is
punishable under the laws of the trvo contracting parties by a sentence of
imprisonmeng but some of which do not fi:lfili the condiion with regard to the duration
of the sentence which may be awarded, the tequested party shan ari ha.,e the right to
gtaot extradition fot the latter offences.



ARTICI-E.3
MA}JDATORY GROIINDS FOR REFUSAL

Extradition shall not be grantcd:

a) Ifdre pcrson requircd to bc extraditcd is a national of the ltequested paty Io such
case the requested Party shall, in accordaoce with its ]aws and at tie other
contracting Party's requesg submit the casc to its competcnt authorities for the
purpose of taliing over the criminai prosccution.

b) If the offcnce for rvhich extradition is requested is regardcd b), the Requested
Party as an offcnce of a political nature under its larvs. For the purpose of this
Agreemeng a political offence shall not include:

i- An offence within the scopc of any multiateral intematioiil conventions
to which both contracting Partics arc Parties and rvhich imposes on them
an obligation either to extraditc or prosecute th. p"rson ,orrghq

ii- Assault against the li[e of the Head of the sate, a member of his immediate
farrfly, z head or a member of a govemment, or any related offence
iocluding attempting or conspiring to commit such an offence;

iii. A"y offence related to terrorism.

c) If the |egucsted Parry has substantial grounds to believe that the request has been
made for the purpose of prosecuting or puoishing a person on account of race,
religiorr, nationality, or that the position of the said poro., ,t his tria-l may be
prejudiced for an1, sf 1565. reasons;

d) If the offence for rvhich extradition is requested, is an offence under miJitary law
rvhich is not also an offence under the gc.,eral criminal law;

Q If there has been a finai-judgment rendered against the person in the Requested

- Party rn respect of the offence for rvhich the person,s .*t rditioo is requested;
$ In 

-case 
of lapse of time from prosecution or punishmeng accordiog to the law of

either Cootracting Party;
g) If patdon or amnesty has been granted either io tie territory of the Requesting

l-q ". in the terdtory of the Requested party, provided, in the ]atrer .is. th^t
the Requested Party was competent to prosecute according to its natiooai larv.

Extradition may be refused:

a) tr-$e person-sor''gh1 fo b.yg prosecuted by the Requeited party in respect of the
offeoce or offences for rvhich extraditioo is iequested', or if the co-p.t ir"rt]rority

ARTICLE 4
OPTIONAL GROLINDS FOR REFUSAL



\X/hen the offence for rvhich extradition is requcsted is punishable by death uoder the lawsof thc Requesti"g Purty, t],e death peoalg shall be replaced i. accordance with theprol{oy of the prcsent Agreemeng and by the force oi raw by punishments which are
provided for the same offences in the legislatioo of the Requested-party.

of thc Regucsted Parq, has discontinued, io accordance with the rarv of that
cootracting Partl', the criminai proceedings foi- the offcnce for rvhich extradition is
requested;

b) Ir the offencc for rvhich extradition is rcqucstcd has been committcd outsidc thc
territory of cither Contracting Parg, and drc law of tlre Rcqucstcd parq, does not
providc for iurisdiction over such an offcncc committed outsidc its icrritory in
comparable circumsances;

c) If the offence for rvbjch cxtradition is requested is rcgarded under the larv of thc
Rcquested Party as having becn committcd in whole or in part within that Requested. Party or its irrrisdi66i6r,'

d) !7hen the person sought has been tried and acquittcd or convicted in a third state in
respect of the offence or offences for rvhich extradition is requestcd;

e) If the person sought has bcen found gu:tty in absentia, unreis the Requesting party
provides the Requested Party with information which demonstraies -that the lerso,
was afforded an adequate opportunity to present a defense.

ARTICI-E 5

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

ARTICLE 6
THE REQUEST AND SUPPORTING DOCI]MENTS

1

2.

A request for extradition shall
diplomatic channels.

be made in u,nitiog and ttansmifted through

A request for extradition shall be accompanied by the following:
a- A 'warrant of arrest issued by a judicial authotity ii the territory of the

Requesting Party, or any other documents ha*ing the same force r.ra if ,fr.
request relates to a person alteady convicted, an original or true certified
copy of the final iudgmenq

b' Statement of acs constituting the offence for rvhich extmdidon is
requested, indicating time a,,d place of committa! its characterization and
the text of the televant legal provisions;

c' An accur?te desctiption ai possibre of the person soughg together rvith any
other informatioo trat may herp to establisi, h;s/herlaeot!, location and
natioaality;

d' Paticulars of the remzining duation of the sentence to be carried out
when the person is cluifilsd for the purpose of serving " ,*,.rraa of
imprisonmenr



4. Except when this Agrccment providcs othcnvisc the procedures with thc rcgard to
extradition aad provisioaal arrest shall be govemed solely by thc law of thc
Requested Party.

5. If dre Requested Paty considers d-rat the supplied information is not sufficient to
. take a decision under this agleemcng additional information may be requested from

the requesting pefty, vithin such tjme as the Reql:ested Party shall require.

ARTICLE 7

PROYISIONALARREST

1. In the case of urgenqr, the competent authoity of the Requesting Party may request
the provisional arrest of the person sought to be extradited. The compctent
authority of the Requested Patq' shall decide the matter in accordance with is tw.

2. The request for provisiooal arrest shall state that one of the documents mentioned
in Article 6 paragraph 2.a. exists and that it is intended to send a request for
extradition. It shall also state for rvhat offence extraditioo rvill bc tequested arrd
when end where such offence was committed and shall as precisc as possible give a
ig5cription of the person sought

3. A request for provisional arest shal be sent to the competent authority of tlre
Requested Party either through the diplomatic chaonels or direct by post or through
the Intemational Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL) or by any othet means
affordiog evidence in rvritiog or accepted by the Requested Parry. The requesting
authority shall be ioformed rvithout delay of the result of its request.

4. Provisiooal arrest rnay be terminared if, rvithin a period of 30 days after the arresg
the Requested Pary has not received the request for oitraditioo and the documeots
mentioned in Aricle 6. It shall noq in aoy eveng exceed 40 days from the date of
such arrest The possibility of provisional release at any time is not excluded, but the
Requested Party shall ake aoy measures which it considers oecessary to preveot the
escape of the person soughl

5. Release shell not pre'ent re-zrrest aod extradition if a teguest for extraditioo is
teceived subsequendy.

6. sflheo the person is arrested by either of the parties on the basis of ao intematiooal
varraot issued by the other party, such rivarrant uzill be considered as a request for
his provisional a:resL

3. T'he docurncnts supporting drc requcst for extradition should bc certified by an

official and fastcncd by the seal of the compcteht authority of drc Requesting Party.



ARTICI-E 8 ,

RUIE OF SPECIALTY

1. The cxtradited person shall not bc procceded against nor detained nor rcstricted in
his pcrsonal freedom in any rvay for an offence committcd prior to his surrcoder and
the other than tl-rc one for rvhich he rvas cxtradited cxcept for the follorving cascs:

a) If the surrcodering Contractilg Palty conscnt thcrcon, provided that a request
in this concem be submittcd and bc attached with the documents provided

. for io Article 6, and with a record including any statement of thc extradited
persofl on the extension of cxtradition, and referring to thc fact that the said
person had his/her chancc to defend himdclf bcfore dre rcquesting Party;

b) When the person, having had an opportunity to lcavc the territory of the
Contracting Party to rvhich he/she has been surcndered and haS not
executed within 45 days of his final discharge or has retumed voluntatily to
that territory after leaving ir

2. \Whea the legai description of the offence for .which a person has beco extradited is
altered t}.is person shail only be procecded against or sentenced if the offence uoder
its nerv desc.iption:

a) Can give dse to extradition pursuant to this Agreemenq
b) Relates to ttre same facts on rvhich extradition rvas granted.

ARTICLE 9

RE-EXTRADITION TO A THIRD STATE

Except as provided for in Article 8 paragraph 1. b, the Requestiog party shall nog rvithout
the consent of the Requested Party, surrender to a third state a person surreodered to the
requesting Party and sought by the said *rird State in respect of offences committed before
his sur:render. The Requeste d Party may request the production of the docurnents
mentiooed in Artide 6 pangraph 2.

ARTICLE 10

CoNCITRRENT REQLTESTS

If extradition is requested concurendy by more than one state for the same offeoce ot for
different offences, the Requested Parry shall make its decision &eely having regard to aJI
the ckcumstances espe.i^lly the nationality of the person soughg thi possibility of mutual
subsequent extradition aad the date of receiving requests, the gtavity-of offentes and the
place of committal



ARTICLE.ll
DECISTON oN THE REQUEST FOR EARADITION

1- The_Requested Party shall, through dipromatic channers and INTERpoL, inform
tl-rc Requcsting Party of its decision on cxtradition.

2. The reasons for the refusal decisions rvhether rvholly or partialiy shall be statcd.
3. In case of acceptance, the competcnt authoritics 

-of 
tire contracting parties shalr

agiee on dre most appropriate rvay, piace and date to execute extradition.
4' Subject to the casc proldc! for in paragraph 5 of this Articrc, the pcrson to be
- extradited may be released after'r5 days of thi appointcd date if such plso' has oot

been taken over o', the date agrecd upon. In ir-cases, the person to be extraditcd
shali be released aftet 30 d_ays of-tle appoioted datc and in tiat case, thc Requestcd
Party may refuse the extradition for the iame offeoce.

5. If .ircumsances beyond its control prcvent a Contracting party froo surrendering
or taking over the per:son to be extradited, it shall noti$, th-e othet Contracting parry.
Thc 

-trvo Contracting Parties shal agree oo a nev date for surrender ira ar"
provisions of paragraph 4 of this Article shall apply.

1' The Requested Party may, afte'makiog its decision on ttre reguest for extradition,
poslpone the sutreoder ofa person soughg in order to p.oceed agairrst that pcrson,
or, if that persoa has already been coavi-ted, in order toioforce ,"...rr.o.. iripo."d
for an offence other than that for which exttadition is requested. In such u .ri. th.

- 
Aegu_ested Party shatl advice the Requesting parry accordirg\.

2' The Requested Parry may, instead or poJtponrog .*.rd-, temporatiiy surrender
the sought person to the Requesting 

^parq, 
in lccotdaoce rvith conditioas to be

agreed upon by the Contracting partiei.

ARTICLE 12
PO STPONED OR CONDITIONAL SURRENDER

ARTICLE 13

SEIZURE AND HAND-OVER OF THINGS

1' The Requested Party sha .in so far as its raw permits, without prejudice to trerights,of the third parq' and at the request of the Reguesting parry, seize and ha,,d
over tlings:

4 Whi.l 
.may be required as evidence relevant to the offence for which

extradition is requested;
b) $7hich has bee. acquired as a result of the offence for which extradition is

requested and in rvhich, at the time of the arest is found io po.r.r.io,,.-J
. -* P:t:o" sought or is rliscovered subsequently;.

c) Which have been eamed in retum for the p.o...d. of the cdme.



2. Thc things refered to in paragraph 1 of this Articlc may, if thc Rcquesting Party so
requests, be handcd ovcr to that Party even if the extradition agreed to canflot bc
carded ouc

3. If the said thing is liablc to scizure or confiscation in the territory of tle Requested
Partl', the lattcr in cooncction with pending criminal proceedings, temporarily
retains it or haods it over on condition that it is returoed.

4. Aoy dghs rvhich thc Requested Party or Third Parties may have acquired on thc
said things shall be preservcd. When these rights cxist, the things shali be returned
rvithout charge to the Requested Party as soon'as possible after the completion of
the ptoceedings

ARTICLE 14

TRANSIT

1. Transit through the tcrritory of cithcr of the Contmcting Parties shall be granted
upon the request Eansmittcd through the diplomatic channels to the Central
authority of the Requested Party provided drat the offence concerned is an
extraditable offence under this Agteement

2. The Conuacting Party requested to grant tansit may refuse to comply rvhen the
pelsoo concemed is it's natiooaL

3- \x/here a persofl is to be extradited to the Requesting Party through the territory of a
*rird state, the Requesting Parq, shall request tlat other stztes permit the transit of
that person through its terdtory.

4. In case of using air transport, t}re follorving provisions shall be foliorved:

a) \Vhere dre landing of the plane is not rcquired, the Requesting party shall infomr
the contracting State rvhose space shall be crossed off the existence of the
docrrments stipulated in Article 6 paragraph 2. a.In czse of ao emergency lrrdirs
such notiEcation shall have the effects of the provisional custody requesi refered
to io Article 7 and the Requesting Party shall submit an ordinary request for
ttansig

b) If thc l"rdi"g of the plane is required, the Requesting party shall submit a request
for transit according to the provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article.

ARTICLE 15

EXPENSES

Expeoses--arising from the procedures of extradition in the tetritory of the Requested
Party shall be borne by that Pary. Expenses of transportation and the transit Josts io



collncction with the surrender of the person sought to bc cxttadited sha.ll bc borne by
the Requesting Party.

ARTICI-E 16

t"A,NGUAGE

1. Rcquests for judicial assistance and supporring documeots sha.ll be made in thc
Ianguage of the requesting party and shall be accompanied by a traoslation into the
languagc of the requested party, or in the Frcnch language.

'2. T'be translation atrached to the assistance request shali be certified by a qualiEed
person io accordance szith the law of the requesting party.

For the purpose of the present agreemeoq the ccnral authorities of both parties shall
exchange thtough diplomatic channels. The ccotral authority for

- The Kingdom of Motocco, the central authority sha]l be The Ministry ofJustice (-
Directorate of Penal Affairs, Amnesty and Cdme ,o;,onng)i

- The Republic of Siora hone, the central authority shall be the Attomey-General
and Minster ofJustice.

The Parties shdi immediately ooti$ each other tfuough diplomatic chaonels about the
changes in their Ceotral Authodties by exchanging verbal notes.

ARTICLE 17

CENTRALAUTHORITIES

ARTICLE 18

CONSULTATIONS

ARTICLE 19

The Patties shall coosult reqarding the interpretation or implementation of the present
Agreement through diplornatic channels.

SCOPE OFAPPLICATION

The present Agreemeot shall apply to requests made after its enry into force, even if the
relevant acts or omissions occutred prior io that date.



GOVERNI\{ENT OF SIERRA LEONE

ARTICLE 20

FINAL PROYISIONS

1. The present Agreement is subject to ratifi.cation.
2. The present Agrcement shall enter into force from the date of receiving the last

notification by either of thc Contracting Parties through the diplomatic ihannels,
conceming the execution of thc necessary measurcs for tl-re ratiEcatioo, according to
the domestic laws of either Contracting parties. 

.

3- Either of the contracting Parties may denounce the present Agreement by g"irg
notice in *,.nting through diplomatic channels to the other conaacting narty. suc[
denunciation shall take effect six months following the date on which-it is received
by the other Contracting Pary.

4. Tlre ameadmenrs xrd f or modifications shal be drzrvn up by protocols, which shall
enter into force irr the order prescribed for the entry into iorce of this agreement.

IN wrrNESS VHEREOF tre undersigoed being duly authorized thereto, have
signed tliis Agreement.

Done in Dakhla on 28e of April zo?i, n two originals, in Arabic and English
languages, all texts being equallv authentic.

or
The Ki orn of Morocco

For
The Republic of Sierra Irone

c^5

Nas er BOURITA
Ministet of oteign Affairs, African

Da\al J. FRANCIS
Minister of Foreign Affairs and

International CooperationCooperation d Moroccan Expatriates


